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Birding the Oilfields
by Victor Burgett

East of Roswell, New Mexico lies a vast expanse of arid grassiands
that stretches well into the Texas Panhandle, one of the empticst
places I've ever visited, Only oil workers and a few ranchers live out
there, in blighted little towns like Tatum, Hobbs, and Jal; those who
pass through do so at 75 mph, bored out of their skulls by the
uniformity of the landscape. The hypnotic pumping of scattered oil
wells could put anyone into a trance. But to the informed and
observant naturalist, there is a wealth of subtle beauty and fascination.

As one pushes east from Roswell, just past the abrupt end of town
one finds oneself amongst rolling dunes of red sand sparsely covered
with Grama and other semiarid grasses, and thickly studded with
stunted Mesquites: - bright green after the spring rains. Pink, white,
and yellow wildflowers bloom erratically in dense mats along the
roadside, tangled with sprawling Buffalo Gourd and Sacred Daturas.
The occasional Yucca groans under the weight of heavy, waxy,
ghostly blossoms. Above, in the featureless sky, hang a few Turkey
Vultures and Swainson’s Hawks, while every third or fourth telephone
pole hosts a glossy black Chihuahuan Raven sentinel, monitoring your
progress with beady, ancient eves. Black-tailed Jackrabbits and Desert
Cottontails scamper off the road as you approach, snacks for the
Coyotes that lurk farther back in the scrub. A flash of yellow might be
a Western Kingbird, srapping up insects in midair with acrobatic skill,
or a Meadowlark, flushed from grassy cover.

Continue east for another thirty miles or so, and the landscape
changes, but the ordinary visitor might never notice, The Mesquites
drop out, replaced by a strange, gnarled shrub: the Shin Oak {named
tor its height). The grasses and wildflowers grow in greater profusion
here, and everywhere there are spiky cholla cacti rising above, with
gigantic, rich purple flowers. One is reminded, in an odd way, of
Scottish Moors, or perhaps of beach dunes with no ocean for a
thousand miles. The rains have stimulated the elusive Cassin’s
Sparrows to sing; a plaintive, sadly beautiful song that to me is the
very essence of these lands. Here and there one may glimpse these
drab songsters, or one of their more confiding cousins—perhaps a
Vesper Spatrrow or handsome Lark Sparrow atop a fencepost or
Cholla,

These Shin Oak grasslands are home, as well, to a rare and local
creature that one is unlikely to encounter without a special effort: the
Lesser Prairie Chicken. This gamebird may soon be added to the
endangered species list. More common are Scaled Quail, with {ittle
blonde mohawk hairdos, feeding with Mourning Doves at theroad’s
edge. Horned Larks often feed on the road surface itself, and always
prefer the most barren, open areas, as do Lark Buntings.
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feontinued on page 4 See Offfields

President’s Message:

Have A Great Summer!
by Ed Mayfield, MVAS President

Thanks, MVAS members. The past few months have
been great for our organization. We have had a good
increase in membership, we have had wonderful
speakers and programs, we have had great birding
trips, and all in all the organization is doing very
well,

Beginning September, we will have several
wonderful challenges facing us and 1 want us to be
ready to tackle them and make our mark on the
community and the environment, while making our
organization an even better one than it is. We are
nationally recognized and a major chapter in our
state. Have a great sumumer and be ready to enjoy
some interesting programs and to tackle some new
issues when we return in the fall.

Education Highlights

»  This year’s Lorraine Schuite Excellence in
Teaching Award, which acknowledoes a teacher
whose work exemplifies excellence in educating
and encouraging our youth to care for the
environment, was presented to Patsy Jones, who
teaches Biology, Environmental Science, and SW
Field Biology at Las Cruces High Schoal. One
example of Ms. Jones” initiative is the grant she
applied for that enabled her class to participate in
the Classroom FeederWatch Program through
Cornell University; hers is the only New Mexico
classroom involved in the program.

»  MVAS members Wendy Davis and Donna
Wood ar¢ helping nine Kindergarten, first, and
second graders learn about the natural world
through an eight-week after-school pragram at
Hillrise Elementary School. It has been a very
rewarding experience, which they enthusiastically
recommend to other Audubon members. If
anyone would like to take part in similar after-
school programs in the future, please contact
Wendy Davis (527-4351).



Annual Birdathon Potluck

Date: May 17, 2000

Place: Residence of Lorraine and John
Schulte, 1740 Mariposa, Las

Cruces, phone 524-7029.
Time: 6 PM.

Bring a main dish, salad or dessert.
DRINKS AND TABLE SERVICE
WILL BE PROVIDED. Bring 1-2
folding chairs if you have them

available. The speaker will be David

Henderson from Randall Davey
Audubon Center in Santa Fe, NM.

Welcome New Members

Monree and Betty Van Swerengen
Robert and Barbara Dickenshied
Sam and Stella Palm

Judy Fredrickson
Dr. Linda Burton
Martha Desmond
Lucia Wilcox
Lori Hungate
Tracy Mader
Jack Davis

JOIN NOW!

[ would like to join the National

Audubon Society and Mesilla Valley

Audubon Society for the
introductory rate of $20.

Iamel oy conins o 4 s
Address
City,
State Zip
Q154
TXCH

Membership includes the publications
Auwudubon and Roadrunner Ramblings.

Send this application and your check
{made payable to National Audubon
Society} to:

Membership, MVAS
PO Box 1645
Las Cruces, NM 88004

Field Trip Reports

Helloman Lakes. Caacelled due to poor
weather.

Caballo Lake State Park. The weather
was at least a bit warmer but quite windy.
We saw White-crowned Sparrows, a
Western Grebe, and a distant cormorant.
Not wanting to waste the day, we went to
Animas Creek where the pickings turned
out to be much more exciting, There were
the ever present White-winged Doves and
White-crowned Sparrows, along with
Gambel’s Quail and Great-talled Grackles.
We spotted a Bell’s Vireo, several Western
Meadowlarks, American Robins, many
Ravens, a Phainopepla, a couple Scrub
Jays, Starlings, Canada Geese, Acorn
Woodpeckers and one Great Blue Heron,
There were also several hummingbirds
gamboling around. The catch of the day,
for me anyway, was a Vermilion
Flycatcher. My first. He was absolutely
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Greyfeathers Lodge in the Gila. Abouta
dozen birders participated in this weekend
trip which included birding around the
lodge and along Sapillo Creek. Some of
the group also birded at Lake Roberts,

We saw approximately 40 species. The
highlights included a Peregrine Falcon,
Western Bluebirds, nuthatches (Pygmy and
White-breasted), bushtits, swallows
{(Violet-Green and Northern Roughwing),
and jays (Steller and Scrub). We also saw
thousands of Pine Siskins, sparrows (Sage,
Lark, Lincoln’s, Chipping, and Savannah),
Phocbes (Say’s and Black), Vermilion
Flycatcher, and Townsend’s Solitaire. We
were serenaded by a long-winded Canyon
Towhee, as well as Canyon Wrens and
Warbling Vireos. Visitors to Lake Roberts
were treated to two Osprey fishing, Painted
Redstarts, and abundant Buffleheads.

Greyteathers Lodge offers an escape
from civilization (cell phones don’t work
there!), great food (our group enjoved a
tour berry + rhubarb pie), and fantastic
birding {you don’t even have to leave the
porch if you don’t want to). Check them
out at stay@greyfeathers.com,

Hurold Hurrison

Field Trips

New Mexico s spring weather
is variable. Please be
prepared with lavered

plenty of waier.

Holloman Lakes. Thursday, May 18.
Since the March field trip to Holloman
l.akes was a washout because of the
weather, why don’t we try it again? Meet
at K-Mart on No. Main at 8:00 AM.
Gordon Ewing has agreed to lead this half-
day trip. We could see Great Blue Herons,
Black-necked Stilts, American Avocets,
lots of ducks, Marsh Wrens (il we are
quick), and maybe a Wilson’s Phalarope.
There is alse supposed to be a Great-
horned Owl hanging around in the
tamarisk.

Vertebrate Museum, NMSU. Saturday,
June 10. Jeff Brown of NMS1T’s Biology
Department is going to give us a tour of
the birds in the vertebrate museum. Meet
at Foster Hall at 8:00 AM. (Foster Hall is
on the southeast corner of the NMSU
Horseshoe, south of Hadley Hall.) Jeff
would like to know what we are most
interested in for the tour. We have choices

of warblers, raptors, shorebirds, forcign e,

birds, and many of the newest birds he has
mounted (some of which were provided by
MVAS members Bd Mavfield, Gordon
Ewing and Lorraine Schulte). Let me know
which you would like to see and { will tell
Jeff. This sounds like a very special
morning.

Future trips. I would appreciate your
suggestions for future trips and volunteers
to lead them. If you have a favorite place
that you would like to share with others,
please let me know,
Curaole Shirveffs
521-0079 or its_herself@yahoo.com

Programs
/ ; Programs and meeiings wre
Cy held on the 3% Wednesduy of
3! \Q‘\é o each month, Sepiember  Aprif.

A See you in September

Audubon Council Meeting
The next NM Audubon Council meeting will be held at Sevilleta National Wildlife
Refuge on 21 May. In addition, an Audubon Refuge Keepers Workshop will be
offered 20 May. Contact Ed Mayfield (382-0715 or mayfield@greatwhite.com).

clothing, sunscreen, and ——
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Species

Hermit Thrush
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Lesser Goldfinch (2 types)
Pine Siskin

Long-billed Curlew
Western Screech Owl
Turkey Vulture
Ash-throated Flycatcher
Lucy's Warbler

Northern Shrike

Brown Thrasher
Violet-green Swallow
Black-necked Stilt
Blue-winged Teal
Mountain Bluebird
Sage Sparrow

Snowy Plover
Broad-tailed Hummingbird
Western Kingbird
Commcon Black-Hawk
Common Poorwill

Scrub Jay
Black-chinned Hummer
Red-naped Sapsucker
Hooded Cricle
Vermilion Flycatcher
Swainson’s Hawk
Scoit’s Criole
Black-and-white Warbler
Cliff Swallow

Common Snipe

Hairy Woodpecker
Marbled Godwit
Northern Waterthrush
Sage Thrasher
Franklin's Gull

Northern Parula
Wilson's Warbler
Osprey

Long-eared Owl
Bullock’s Cricle

Lesser Scaup

White Pelican

Baird's Sandpiper
Western Sandpiper
White-rumped Sandpiper
Worm-eating Warbler

Observers: Craig Benkman, Bruce Ernst, Moira Ernst, Bill Glenn, Harold Harrison, Vince
Hernandez, Tim Lawton, Ed Mayfield, Tim McKimmie, Jim Moulhauser, Minerva Rivera,

Lorraine Schuife, John Schuite, Marcy Scott, William Seager, Storm Sermay, Tara Sheltor,
Nena Singleton, Julie Smith, Ken Stinnett, Walt Whitford, Jimmy Zabriskie

Please report early, late, or unusual sightings to Tim Lawfon

IS

Bird Notes
Date Location
Feb 27 tas Cruces
Feb 28 Las Cruces
Mar 3 Las Cruces
Mar 3 Las Cruces
Mar 4 Vado
Mar 5 Mesilla Park
Mar 6, Mar 15 Mesiila Park, Las Cruces
Mar 8 Las Cruces
Mar ¢ Caballo 5P
Mar 9 Cabailo 5P
Mar 11 Caballo Dam
Mar 11 Caballo Dam, Deming
Mar 13, Apr4  Holloman Lake, Las Cruces
Mar 13 Holloman Lake
Mar 13 Holloman Lake
Mar 13 Holloman Lake
Mar 13 Holloman Lake
Mar 15 Las Cruces
Mar 15, Apr6  Jornada, Las Cruces
Mar 17 tas Cruces
Mar 17 Hachita
Mar 17 Las Cruces
Mar 18, 21 Las Cruces
Mar 18 Las Cruces
Mar 25, 31 Las Cruces
Mar 27 Falomas Marsh
Mar 31, Apr1 Las Cruces
Apr 6 Las Cruces
Apr 7 Caballo 5P
Apr7 Cahallo 5P
Apr7 Swan Pond
Apr7 Percha SP
Apr7 Swan Pond
Apr7 Cabcllo SP
Apr7 Caballo SP
Apr 8 Leasburg
Apr 8 Leasburg
Aprd Leasbury
Apr 1l Leasburg
Apr 14 Jornada
Lprl15 Las Cruces
Apr19 WSTF
Apr19 Las Cruces
Apr 20 F1 Bliss Sewage Ponds
Apr 20 ft Bliss Sewage Ponds
Apr 20 Ft Bliss Sewage Ponds
Apr 25 Las Cruces

505-522-2056 or tlawton@nmsu.edu

New Mexico Rare Bird Hotline 505-323-9323
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Birding Hot Spot:
Palomas Marsh
by Bill Jacobson and Donna Wood

Palomas Marsh is a 40-acre livestock
exclosure located south of Truth or
Consequences. MVAS has agreed to
survey the area and provide the BLLM with
a list of bird species sighted. In 2 4 vears,
we have recorded over 100 different
species. The list includes a number of
warblers, marsh wrens, blackbirds,
waterfowl, various raptors, and numerous
other species. One of the more interesting
is the Virginia Rail, which can sometimes
be seen at the SE corner of the marsh.

Directions: Take I-25 north to Exit 71
(Las Palomas). At the top of the off ramp,
tum right and go to boulevard stop (0.7
mi.) and turn left. Go 0.2 miles and turn
right on gravel road. Go straight. After
0.8 miles you will cross a road. Bear
slightly to vour left and then back to the
right to cross. You are there; the fenced
exclosure is on your left,

Description: The exclosure includes
two vastly different habitats. One is the
typical mesquite shrub zone (dry) with the
other being the marshy area; in addition,
the interface between the two can be
productive. You can enter the exclosure at
the SE corner in the dry area and you can
walk dowa to the marsh by going straight.
You can then walk back up and through
the drier habitat to the NII corner. The
whole walk covers about 2 mile. An
interesting sidelight is the emergence of
young willows, cottonwoods, and grasses
at the edge of the marsh.

There are two other nearby areas worth
exploring. 1) A grove of cottonwood trees
to the south of the exclosure. You can
cither walk or drive to this grove where a
Cooper’s Hawk has been nesting. 2) A
tarm pond a few miles away. As yvou
return to [-25, go under the interstate and
continue for approximately 4 miles. The
pond is on private property on the right-
hand (north) side of the road. Viewing can
be done from the side of the road. At
times, the pond will be covered with a
wide variety of waterfowl.

Reporting sightings: If vou visit the
exclosure, please record the different
species you see and their numbers and give
this information to Bill Jacobson (by mail:
2424 Sunridge Dr,, Las Cruces, NM
88012; email: bfrog@zianet.com; or phone:
382-6877),
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Birding the Oilfields
by Victor Burgeti

East of Roswell, New Mexicoe lies a vast expanse of arid grasslands
that stretches well into the Texas Panhandle, one of the emptiest
places I've ever visited. Only oil workers and a few ranchers live out
there, in blighted little towns like Tatum, Hobbs, and Jal; those who
pass through do so at 75 mph, bored out of their skulls by the
uniformity of the landscape. The hypnotic pumping of scattered oil
wells could put anyone into a trance. But to the informed and
observant naturalist, there is a wealth of subtle beauty and fascination.
As one pushes east from Roswell, just past the abrupt end of town,
one finds oneself amongst rolling dunes of red sand sparsely covered
with Grama and other semiarid grasses, and thickly studded with
stunted Mesquites - bright green after the spring rains. Pink, white,
and yellow wildflowers bloom erratically in dense mats along the
roadside, tangled with sprawling Buffalo Gourd and Sacred Daturas.
The occasional Yucca groans under the weight of heavy, waxy,
ghostly blossoms. Above, in the featureless sky, hang a few Turkey
Vultures and Swainson’s Hawks, while every third or fourth telephone

pole hosts a glossy black Chihuahuan Raven sentinel, monitoring vour
progress with beady, ancient eves. Black-tailed Jackrabbits and Desert

Cottontails scamper off the road as you approach, snacks for the
Coyotes that lurk farther back in the scrub. A flash of yeliow might be

a Western Kingbird, snapping up insects in midair with acrobatic skill,

or a Meadowlark, flushed from grassy cover.

Continue east for another thirty miles or so, and the landscape
changes, but the ordinary visitor might never notice. The Mesquites
drop out, replaced by a strange, gnarled shrub: the Shin Oak (named
for its height). The grasses and wildflowers grow in greater profusion
here, and everywhere there are spiky cholla cacti rising above, with
gigantic, rich purple flowers. One is reminded, in an odd way, of
Scottish Moors, or perhaps of beach dunes with no ocean for a
thousand miles. The rains have stimulated the elusive Cassin’s
Sparrows to sing; a plaintive, sadly beautiful song that to me is the
very essence of these lands. Here and there one may glimpse these
drab songsters, or one of their more confiding cousins - perhaps a
Vesper Sparrow er handsome Lark Sparrow atop a fencepost or
Cholla.

These Shin Oak grasslands are home, as well, to a rare and local
creature that one is unlikely to encounter without a special effort: the
Lesser Prairje Chicken. This gamebird may soon be added to the
endangered species list. More commen are Scaled Quail, with little
blonde mohawk hairdos, feeding with Mourning Doves at theroad’s
edge. Horned Larks often feed on the road surface itself, and always
prefer the most barren, open areas, as do Lark Buntings.
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Thanks, MVAS members. The past few months have
been great for our organization. We have had a good
increase in membership, we have had wonderful
speakers and programs, we have had great birding
trips, and all in all the organization is doing very
well,

Begiming September, we will have several
wonderful challenges facing us and I want us to be
ready to tackle them and make our mark on the
community and the environment, while making our
organization an even better one than it is. We are
nationally recognized and a major chapter in our
state. Have a great summer and be ready to enjoy
some interesting programs and to tackle some new
issues when we return in the fall.

Education Highlights

» This year’s Lorraine Schulte Excellence in
Teqehing Award, which acknowledges a teacher
whose work exemplifies excellence in educating
and encouraging our youth to care for the
environment, was presented to Pat"sy Jories, who
teaches Biology, Environmental Scignee, and SW
Field Biology at Las Cruces High School. One
example of Ms. Jones® initiative is the grant she
applied for that enabled her elass te participate in
the Classroom Feeder Watch Program through
Cornell University; hers is the only New Mexico
classroom involved in the program.

»  MVAS members Wendy Davis and Donna
Wood are helping nine kindergarten, first, and
second graders lean about the natural world
through an eight-week after-school program at
Hillrise Elementary School. It has been a very
rewarding experience, which they enthusiastically
recommend to other Audubon members. If
anyone would like to take part in similar after-
school programs in the future, please contact
Wendy Davis (527-4551).



