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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
By Ed Mayfield

Hello Birders. Welcome to the second half of the year for our Audubon
association. We have had a great first half year and are looking forward to an
interesting and rewarding fall and winter season.

There are a number of issucs and projeets that will keep us busy in the
coming months. These are local and national issues and projects. One of the
issues, of statewide and national concern, is the effort to get funding for the
Land and Water Conservation Fund through our federal government, We will
see a number of riparian restoration projects, including the Las Palomas project.
We will work with s coalition of river and wildlife interests to make sure the
Rio Grande gets the water necessary to keep the silvery minnow and other
ayuatic life alive and to maintain the Bosgue Det Apache National Wildlife
Refuge.

Tocally we have projects coming up that will reguire effort and dedication
to accomplish. Our organization is growing in nambers with an increase in the
number of peonle whe have inferevts in active nasticipation. They want to
move, Some of the projects are the increase i the Seld trips to be scheduled,
the book on birding in southwestern New Mexico, the State Parks birding

Dro-
aram, the upeoming Christrnas Bird Count. We are going to nead participants @«
accomplish these projects along with the current ongoing ones. I know we can
count on help from our members.

We have changed our mecting place to "The Village at Northrise.” The fa-
cilities are excellent and the welcome which the staff at the Village has ex-
tended is very nice. The Village is located at 2880 N. Roadrunner Parkway.
There is plenty of secure parking, and the meeting facilities are very nice and
very accessible. Please see the directions on page 4.

I am going lead a field trip to the Chiricahuas in October. The July/August
newsletter had the date October 16, but in order to make sure that we see the
Trogons before they head south to Mexico [ have changed the date to October
9. Please call me for information on the trip.

Harold Harrison gave a talk at the Grey Feathers Lodge on July 17, and |
wish all of you could have attended. He was good, entertaining and made a
wonderful evening for everyone attending. Activities like this make us, the
Mesilla Valley Audubon Society, the most active and interesting chapter in the
State of New Mexico. Thanks Harold.

FALOMAS MARSH
NEEDS You!
By Bill Jacobson

One of Mesilla Valley Audubon Soci-
oty’s projects is the monitoring of a 40
acre exclosure at Palomas Marsh. We are
doing this in conjunction with the BE.M
and Hot Springs High School, and have
collected two years worth of data. Our role
is to monitor the bird usage of the sitc
throughout the year., At the end of the
third vear (September 2000) we will print
a bird list for the arca. We check the site
at feast one day a month and are currently
seeking volunteers to help with the pro-
ject. Palomas Marsh is approximately a
one hour drive north of Lo Cruces.
takes about an hour o monitor the site.
The day of the monih and time of day are
up to the individual observer. You may
volunteer by calling. e-mailing, or writing
B3ill Jacobson at 382-6877 or
birogigizianet.com, or 2424 Sunridge Dr,
Las Cruces NM 88012. There will also be
a sign-up sheet at the September meeting.
Volunteers will be provided with direc-
tions to the site and a reporting sheet.
VOLUNTEER NOW while you still
have a good selection of months.

I wish to thank all of you who partici-
pated this last year. The list includes Dar-
rell Mott, Ed Mayfield, Gordon Ewing,
Storm Sermay, Fd Fredrickson, Sue and
Wally Hill, Lorraine Schulte, Ann Heying,
Joyce and Earl McFarland, Wendy and
Rob Davis, Walt Whitford, Harold Harri-
son, Bill Malecki, and Courtney Blood. If
I excluded anyone, I apologize. Also, if
you have not turned in the resuits of your
survey, please do so as soon as possible.




LONSIDERING
CLONSERVATION

By Jennifer Afchley

Audubon is a critical organization for
wildlife protection in New Mexico. The
New Mexico State Office continues to be
active on several fronts:

¢ The Land and Water Fund
Please refer to the president’s column
(this newsletter and last) for details on
the Tund. Helga Schimkat has been
hired to help the state chapters dis-
seminate information that will pro-
mote a “clean bill™ for the fund in
congress.

¢ Ris Chama and {'omanche Creek
In Northern New Mexico, Audubon
has received grants to restore riparian
communities and has planted over
100 cottonwoods and willows.

¢+ Rio Grande
As a member of the Rio Grande Her-
itage Alliance, the state office has
been advocating for a “wet river” to
benefit aquatic life and riparian com-
munities.

¢ Forest habitat and health
The state office co-sponsored field
trips and workshops with Senator
Bingaman to open up dialog on how
best to restore the southwest forests,
which are suffering from fire suppres-
sion, overgrazing, road building, and
logging of oid growth trees. The Sen-
ator is considering legislation that
would provide grants to local groups
to participate in forest restoration.

+ Endangered Species
Priority species for the state office are
Lesser Prairie Chicken, Aplomado
Falcon, and SW Willow flycatcher.
Dave Henderson participates in plan-
ning, funding, and recovery commit-
tees for these species.

¢ Two Mile Property
A recovering riparian area, along the
Santa Fe River and across the road
from the Randall Davey Audubon
('enter, is currently owned by PNM
but is up for sale. David Henderson
is developing parinerships between
the ity of Santa Fe and the County
of Santa Fe in an effort to purchase
the land for open space, recreation,
wildlife habitat and education.

(Continved on puge 3)

PROGEAMS

Programs and meetings are held an
the 3% 0 wdnesday of each month,
September through April, at the 1il-
lage at Northrise, 2880 N Rouadrunner
Phwy Programs begin at 730 e Announcements,
news, und information begin af 6:45 pM preceding
the program.

Please nove new meeting place.

Directions on page 4

')Mws{j

September 15. Bats of the Southwest.
Mark Halkkila of the Burcau of Land Man-
agement will present a program and slide
show on the Life histories of the approxi-
mately 25 southwestern bat species.

(ctaber 20. important Bird Areas
{IBA). The New Mexico IBA Coordina-
tor, Christopher Rustay. will present a tatk
on the National Audubon program of
IBA’s. The state IBA program is starting
and your help is needed to nominate areas
that should be included. The focus of this
talk will be New Mexico™s priority birds
and habitats and the criteria for site nomi-
nation. This will be an interesting evening
with slides of New Mexico landscapes and
birds.

FEONTLINE NEWS”™
from
FOREST GUARDIANS

NM Farmers and State Eagineer File
Critical Habitat Challenge. The New
Mexico State Engineer and the state’s
largest and most politically powertul agri-
cultural organization. the Middle Rio
Grande Conservancy District, have chal-
lenged the 1S, Fish & Wildlife Service’s
designation of 160 miles of the Rio
Grande in NM as critical habitat for the
endangered Rio Grande Silvery Minnow.
The suit claims that keeping the Rio
Grande flowing for minnow critical habi-
tat will bankrupt the state, and if success-
ful will mean almost annual drving up of
large stretches ot the Rio Grande.

#, FIELD TRIPS

FPlease be prepared with plenty of vater.
lenvered clothing, and good walking shocs

Saturday, September 25. San Andres -~

Mountains. The San Andres Mountains
are a prominent feature of southern New
Mexico, dividing the Jornada del Muerto
and the Tularosa Basins. The geological
diversity and variations in altitude results
in diverse vegetation and avian habitat. A
recent bird count of the area lists
Cordilleran, Hammond’s and Olive-sided
Flveatchers, Black-headed Grosbeak,
Orange-crowned Warbler, Red-naped
Sapsucker, plus 98 additional species.
Those who have high clearance 4WID ve-
hicles, please bring them, as roads can be
rough after summer rains. Meet at the
Shell Station at Jorada Rd. & Hwy 70 at
7 aad. This will be an all day trip so bring
plenty of food and water. Contact Ed
Fredrickson, 646-1301 or

efredricia nmsu.edu. for more information.

Saturday, October 9. Chiricahua
Mountains, A7

If vou missed out on the May field trip
(fantastic!) here’s your chance to visit one
of the best birding spots in the country.

We should see Scrub and Mexican Jays, ~

Bridled Titmice, White-breasted
Nuthatches, Acorn and Ladder-backed
Woodpeckers, and many other species.
This 1s an overnight trip. Contact Ed
Mayfield 382-7016
{mayfield @ greatwhite.com) for more in-
formation.

Saturday, October 16. Holloman Lakes
Shorebirds are the main attraction here but
we may also see hawks, flycatchers, and
other riparian species. John Mangimeli,
Chief Interpretive Ranger at White Sands
National Monument, will be our trip
leader. Meet at the Kmart parking lot on
N. Main 5t. at 7 a.m. Call Susan Beck at
646-6171 for more information.

Saturday, November 13. Bosque del
Apache NWR

The Bosque is a favorite destination for
birders nationwide. We will see a wide
variety of shorebirds and waterfow] that
are returning to winter here. We might
spot Bald Fagles and, if we’'re lucky,
Whooping Cranes. Contact Ann Heying
521-4215 for more information and trip
details.
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Lotation
Las Cruces
Las Cruces
lsaak’s Fond
lsaac’s Fongd
lsaack.’s Pond
lsaace’s Pond
lsaack's Pond
bsaack's Pond
lsaack s Poad
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lsaack's Pond
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Observers: Gordon Ewing, Sue Hill, Wally Hill, Tim Lawton, Lorraine Schulte, John
Schulte, Marcy Scott, William Seager, Ken Stinnett, Steve Wust, Jimmy Zabriskie.

Please report early, late, or unusuai sightings to Tim Lawton
e-mazil tawton@nmsu.edu or phone 505-522-2056

New Mexico Rare Bird Hotline 505-323-9323

(Continued from page 2)

Considering Conservation

Closer to home, MVAS is continuing
its efforts to increase the size of Palomas
Marsh. The 40 acre grazing & mowing
exclosure on the bank of the Rio Grande.
upstream of ("aballo Lake, is responsible
for the recovery of native marsh vegeta-
tion. Board and MVAS members have
established a log of photos and species
lists from monthly visits and these demon-
strate the shift in types and numbers of
species found in the area. The area was
once primarily a grazed and mown flat of
rushes and grasses supporting Killdeer.
Common Snipe, and Horned Tark. Now
the exclosure is a dense cienegu of tall
cattails, cottonwoods, bulrushes, and
sedges. The marsh is dominated by obli-
gatory wetland species such as Marsh
Wren. Mallard, and the elusive Virginia
Rail.

The next step in increasing the rare
cienega (or marsh) habitat that the exclo-
sure has created is for MVAS to become
involved in the Bureau of Reclamation’s
Resource Management Plan. The Bureau
is in the process of creating a plan, so.
through this avenue of public participation
we can propose that the Palomas area be
managed for wildlife values. By stating
that cienegus should be a priority. MVAS
influences the strategics the Bureau must
create for their operations, such as reser-
voir draw-downs, downstream irrigation.
local grazing, and efficient water delivery
to Texas. The Bureau strategies should
be designed so that the altered floodplain
habitats are improved or restored. We
will keep you updated.




Mesilla Valley Audubon Society, a chapter of
the National Audubon Saciety, is a conservation
and natural history organization in southern New
Mexico that promotes appreciation and conser-
vation of birds, other wildlife, and habitat,
through environmental education, issue advo-
cacy, and natural history experiences.

OFFICERS AND BOARD
President Ed Mayfield 382-0715
Vice-president Ann Heying 52%-4215
Secretary Sue Hill 382-9758
Treasurer Mary Lou Wallace 522.06%4
Board (97-99) Wally Hill 382-6758
Board {97-99) Maxine Perkins 524-1529
Board (98-C0) Susan Beck 524-6723
Beard {98-00) lennifer Atchley 526-1320
Board (99-01) Harold Harrison 522-6199
Board (99-01) Charles Townley 526-875¢
COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Audubon Advertures  Lorraine Schulte 524 7029
Audubon Council iennifer Atchley 526-1320
Jelegates E:d Mayfield 3820715
Conservation jernifer Atchley 526 1320
E£ducation Maxine Perkins 241529
Field Trips Susen Beck 5246723
“embership Records Mary Anne Thibodeau 524 410
Membershin Haroid Harrison 55199
Newsletter Edtur Storm Sermay 382 3348

Pregrams deord at large
FPublicity Anin Heying 521 4015

Board meetings are held, September through May, on the

Thursdey befure the drd Vednesday of 520w ot the South
weot Ervironmental Center, 14944 5, 5ol
HM 880051, All Audubon members are welcore, i
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JOIN NOW!

rj I would like to join the National

Aundubon Society and Mesilla L
Valley Audubon Society for the 5
introductory rate of $20

Name

8§ Address
City o
State  Zip

Q54
TXCH

Membership includes the publications Audubon
and Roadrunner Ramblings.

Send this application and your check (made
payable to NAS) to:

‘Membership, MVAS, PO Box 3127,
Las Cruces NM 88003

FIELD TRIP REPORT
By Jennifer Atchiey

Pecos River Field Trip:24 April 99

This early spring morning broke gray and misty over Roswell. The six desert
dwellers were ill equipped for the bracing wind that greeted us along the Pecos River, 30
miles north of Roswell, on a section of BL.M land that flanks the river. The drive into the
river was lovely (because we were warm, in our cars) through rolling short grass prairie
that mixed with Chihuahuan Desert. Swainson’s Hawk, Western and Eastern Mead-
owlark, Loggerhead Shrike, Western and Cassin’s Kingbird, and Lark Bunting were all
abundant. We expected to see and hear early breeders in the cottonwoods along the
Pecos, but either it was too cold, too early, or just too inhospitable.

The group purchased 25 UFO postcards, which is five times more than the number of
birds we saw. We counted five (yes, that’s 5) species in almost two hours: Northern
Mockingbird, Common Flicker, Orange-Crowned Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, and
White-faced Ibis. But, not to be disappointed after making such a long journey, we
headed to Bitter Lake National Wildlife Refuge and birded from our cars, out of the wind.
We ended up having a very enjoyable morning with a much longer ook at many more
species (but still not quite as many species as posteards!). We saw close up views of the
ibis. plus Wilson’s Phalarope, CGreat Egret, American Avoeet, Black-necked Stilt, plus
waterfowl in breeding plumage, including Cinnamon Teal, Bhue-winged Teal, Pintail. The
wildflowers were profuse in the grasslands and I would recominend this ares for any na-

rnd A AT TS A {
A MEETING 7

ol S
the hill to the stop

Po e *Taen -

Wik

mplex. Follow

(#3111 Cie2
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November. Contributions are weleome. Please e-mail copy to: ssermay @zianct.com, or ¢all for
mailing information. Next deadline: October 23
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